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Dear friends in India, dear Nandhini, dear Fr Suresh, dear Fr David, 

Best wishes to all of you from Arivu-Team Nienburg, Germany!  
 
We hope that this newsletter finds you all in good health and in a good mood. The Covid-19 
pandemic has been spreading around the world for more than a year. Nobody would have 
thought that the crisis would last so long. An end is hardly in sight. However, this is not meant 
to be the only topic of this newsletter. We would like to share it with you. Kindly read this 
newsletter.  

  
Members assembly of Arivu (Annual meeting) as online Video Conference for the first time  

23th of march, the annual members assembly of Arivu was held online. Nice side effect was 
that we could welcome online members from abroad of Nienburg like „Pappa“ Mispagel from 
Hildesheim and even Mrs. Katharina Krug from Kabul /Afghanistan where she is working for the 
GIZ (German Corporation for International Cooperation).  

The members who have taken 
part in the video meeting got a 
review of the very few 
activities in 2020 and an out-
look on plans in 2021. Because 
of the lasting pandemic 
situation, Arivu team also has 
to postpone all the plans to the 
second half of the year, when 
hopefully the situation will 
have improved. 

In accordance with the regular two-year cycle, we have elected a new board. 
Almost all members of our Arivu-Team ran for re-election. Only our youth 
spokeswoman Mareike has to leave the team because she will graduate in a 
few months and embark on a new future. We would like to thank Mareike very 
much for her many years of constructive cooperation. She was a valuable 
member of our team and enriched our activities with her commitment and her 
perspective. We wish all the best for her future plans. We hope she will stay in 
contact and keep on supporting our team. Thank you, dear Mareike! 

Lene Lieders was chosen as Mareike's successor. Together with Janne, Lene will take on the tasks 
of youth speaker and bring the pupils' perspective into the project. Lene will introduce herself 
in the next newsletter. We look forward to cooperation!  

All other board members were re-elected for two more years. 

  



Fancy-dress-week of final year students at ASS 

Time at school is coming soon to an end for standard 13: after the Easter holidays they start 
writing their final exams. 
So, it’s already a long tradition that the pupils choose different themes like „heroes of the 
childhood“ and spend the last week fancy-dressed in their classrooms. This year, they kindly 
asked the teachers to do the same, because other beloved activities were cancelled due to 
Covid-19. That’s why you can find me, Andrea, dressed as a blue smurf as well on the left 
picture. 

  
Amoung these pupils you can also see Mareike (the girl left to the girl with the green shirt) from 
Arivu team. Mareike sustained Arivu in the past three years as a youth speaker and was a 
valuable link in order to inspire the younger pupils at ASS for our India project. 

Retirement of the ASS headmaster Dr. Ralf Weghöft 

After more than 23 years as headmaster of 
Albert-Schweitzer-school, Dr Weghöft 
retired in the end of January 2021. 
Normally, a big farewell event would have 
taken place, but the high score of infected 
people at this time allowed only a very 
small and short assembly of ten people to 
say goodbye, while the slightly bigger 
event is postponed to July.  

So, one representative from the ministery of 
education in Lower-Saxony handed out the official 
retirement document to Mr Weghöft. One day 
after, he got some gifts and a teaser of a video film 
that made him quite curious for the long version.  

 



Online presentation of Arivu and Neerpair projects for new 5th-Year-students 

Usually at the end of January Hilde and some elder students from Arivu-Team like Mareike and 
Janne go to the 5th graders and give a presentation about Neerpair projects. They talk about 
the situation of Dalits people. They point out the existing problems and injustices and talk about 
the impressive work of Ms. Nandhini Krishnan, Father John Suresh, Father David Nesam and 
their team. They show some pictures and films to the students. This year this was not possible 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. The school was completely closed in January and after the 
schools reopened in February we had pretty strict rules on how many people were allowed in 
one room. For this reason, we decided to make the information available to students online as 
they were used to online courses anyway. Janne, who is one of our youth speakers in the Arivu-
Team, had the very good idea of a small website for this purpose.  

 

Janne also designed this page to a large extent. Despite it is in german language, it might be 
interesting to you. You can have a look here: 

https://de.padlet.com/hildemunk/4jxshwxwai3kg3sa 

Many of the 5th-year-students answered and expressed that they think the projects are great 
and that they would like to know more about them. Many also offered to support the projects. 

Winter in Germany is over – Spring is coming  

 

After several years with very mild weather this year in February we had “real winter” with lot 
of snow for several days. That was very special. Because it was very difficult to drive a car, bus 
or lorry, public life was totally shut down – even stricter than due to Covid-19. Despite all the 
restrictions, people enjoyed this break. The landscape looked very beautiful, clean and calm. 



Children and adults enjoyed walking and playing in the snow. Of course warm clothes were 
mandatory! 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Now the weather has changed completely. It is much warmer outside. Sun is shining and new 
flowers start to blossom after a long period of grey and dark wintertime. The “restart” of nature, 
the start of growing is always a very strong sign of hope that make people much more confident.  

    

Corona – Easter-holiday 

 For the second time in a row, strict re-
strictions apply over Easter this year due 
to Corona. In many areas of Germany you 
are allowed to meet one other person 
only, so larger family get-togethers at 
Easter have to be cancelled. But at least 
spring is coming and it's getting warmer 

outside so people can enjoy the sun. Many people have spring flowers and Easter eggs in the 
bushes as decorations in the garden. Hilde and her children made Easter eggs from scraps of 
old wool and glue. Some of our advent wreath gaind a second life with spring decoration. 

Dear Nandhini, dear Fr Suresh, dear Fr David,  
in this difficult times we send our special greetings and wishes to 
you and all our Indian friends! Please convey them to all children 
in St John’s home, to all teachers, students and staff of Arulappa 
Higher Secondary School and all members of WE-Group!  

We wish you a very happy Easter!    
Hilde, Andrea and Kathrin for Arivu team 


